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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

On one of the first warm Sundays
at the end of April or beginning
of May, my family and I went on a
long walk in the neighborhood. We
were eager to get outside. Although
the restrictions due to COVID-19
still hang heavy today, I don’t have
to remind you how much more
significant the guidelines were in
the Spring when most of us were
restricted to our homes much of
the time. A family walk around the
neighborhood on a beautiful day felt
like an enormous reprieve.

A planned 30-minute walk turned
into a 2+ hour marathon of
conversations and connections
and required some hustle at the
end to get home in time to fix
dinner. Maybe we were just in some
serious need of social interaction,
but at the time, that need was real.
Walking around Windsor Forest and
connecting with other folks outside
provided us with a really wonderful
sense of community during and after
the walk – a sense of community
that continues to reverberate today.

Unsurprisingly, many other Foresters
had a similar idea on that day. Every
minute or so, we were stopped by
someone in their front lawn or
another couple or family walking
by. Each time, we were greeted
like old friends – from 10 feet
away, of course. The conversations
immediately broke past mere small
talk. There was honest concern about
how we were doing and how our lives
had changed. To a person, everyone
was respectful of maintaining the
appropriate social distance but
equally eager to greet us warmly.

That sense of community has
been amplified during our Board
meetings. Typically taking place
once each month, the Board was
meeting on a regular basis in April
and May as we tried to thread the
needle and determine how (and
whether) we could open the pool.
While the vast, vast, vast majority of
gratitude for the success of our pool
season needs to be directed to Carrie
Stedman and her amazing team of
volunteers, I also wanted to take a
moment to highlight the outstanding
commitment and work of our Board

during the lead up to the Summer.
As you might expect, we did not all
agree on how to approach opening
the pool during a pandemic. The
opinions in those meetings pretty
much spanned the gamut of
opinions in the wider community of
whether and how much of a threat
COVID-19 was. But there was an
enormous difference in how those
disagreements were managed on
our Board versus how we typically
see disagreements play out in the
wider community. We listened to
each other. Genuinely listened. We
tried to learn from one another.
When a disagreement occurred, the
members would make sure the other
person knew that their opinion was
respected. And – of course – some
well-placed moments of levity always
helped.
I’m grateful to the members of the
WFA Board for the dedication,
humility, and kindness they have
brought to the group these past six
months. If you see any of them
walking around, please give them
your gratitude.

This issue is dedicated to the wonderful neighbors who volunteer around the
neighborhood and in the greater community! We are proud of you all, and
although we will not mention you all here, we see you and know that this world
is a better place because of you! You gather food for Williamsburg House of
Mercy, support the Heritage Humane Society, support Hospice care, garden in
Colonial Williamsburg, are a part of Meals on Wheels, lemonade stands, help at
the Regional Library, help at CDR, collect oyster shells, and so much more!
To help continue to celebrate all of the great things Foresters do, we have created a new section of the Forester called,
“The WF Word.” It is Windsor Forest’s version of The Last Word, except there is no complaining, just sharing the
good stuff that makes WF special. As you see neighbors doing great things, email theforester.wbg@gmail.com so that
it can be included in the next issue.

WF FACEBOOK HIGHLIGHTS:
VOLUNTEERS HELPING
VOLUNTEERS!

“The Gift of Time is Priceless”
Valuable is the work you do
Outstanding in how you always come through
Loyal, sincere, and full of good cheer
Untiring in your efforts throughout the year
Notable are the contributions you make
Trustworthy in every project you take
Eager to reach your every goal
Effective in the way you fulfill your role
Ready with a smile like a shining star
Special and wonderful -- that’s what you are!
-Anonymous
Thanks to Mark Pittman and his team, we have new
bathrooms for the pool! This project started under
Richard Long’s leadership as pool director. During the
2019 Annual Meeting, HOA members voted to move
forward with the project. New piping, toilets, and sinks
went in place along with new flooring and ventalation.
Even though unforeseen restrictions hit, Mark finished
the project in time for the pool to open! There are no
words to thank him enough for not only taking the lead,
but many times having to do the work by himself. He
would probably rather us recogize the people that were
able to help him, so here goes:
Mark’s Team:
Mark and Cay Pittman
Scott Sande - Plumb Perfection
Brent and Donna Hughes
Jack and Ginny Carey
John Womeldorf
Jim Farr
Jennifer Perkins
Amber Spicer
Carrie and Taylor Stedman
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An Open Letter to COVID-19 from the Pool Rats of 2020

Dear Covid-19,

When we first met you, you rocked our world. Literally, you shut it down. No work, no school, no community
gatherings, no nothing. We were scared of our own shadows knowing you could be lurking behind every breath.
We went to bed every night wondering if you’d show your face the next day, and we woke up every morning
praying you wouldn’t. Our relationship was very unhealthy, COVID.
Fast forward to warmer days and the hope of a pool season…
You tried to tell us, and everyone around us, we couldn’t have a summer with our pool. You tried REALLY
HARD, COVID. What you failed to realize was that there were 7 women who had been spending every single
waking 1,140 minutes of every day in their house WITH THEIR KIDS. You woke a sleeping beast in us, COVID,
that we didn’t even know existed. We decided it was time to safely take back our summer, and in turn, our
sanity. WE WOULD FIGHT YOU, COVID, not just for ourselves, but for every single parent and human in our
community trapped in their home!
Fast forward to the end of our pool season…
Well, COVID, we did it. We worked our mom fannies off, but we DID IT! You were a worthy adversary, COVID,
but our tenacity turned out to be too much for you. We respected your strength and followed the many, many,
many, many, many guidelines you set forth to keep our pool members safe. We did it with a smile, COVID. We
wanted to show you we could live in harmony with you. Although we know you will continue to be with us for
the extended future, we showed ourselves and our community that together, we could do anything! You woke the
beast, COVID. She sleeps no more.
Until next summer COVID,
The Pool Rats (formerly known as The Pool Committee)
Linda Butler, Mandy Gorelick, Erin Long, Amber Spicer,
					

Carrie Stedman, Annie VanSkiver, & Jennifer Walk

HALLOWEEN- TRICK OR TREATING

MORE DISTANT, BUT STILL HAPPENING, IF YOU WANT

Many Foresters have been asking about Trick-or-Treating in Windsor Forest. We understand that there is no way to
guarantee a COVID-free Halloween, but for those families who want to participate in trick-or-treating, we request
that you follow the guidelines written below. Based on recommendations from health experts and nearby localities,
our goal is to give children the opportunity to have a normal Halloween while limiting COVID risks.
Please read the attached guidelines and spread them to your neighbors.
For Homeowners Who Want to Participate:
* Wear a cloth mask. * Do not participate if anyone in your household is sick.
* Set up a station outside on your driveway or the end of your property. Refrain from using a bowl and instead place the treats
on the table so that children can grab and go.
* Use gloves to set out the treats. Consider having hand sanitizer nearby for you and the children. Stay socially distanced.
* If you prepare individually packaged goodie bags, please wash your hands before and after preparation.
* Special Recommendation for Cul-de-Sacs: Place arrows indicating the direction of the trick-or-treat flow around the
cul-de-sac so that homeowners are not getting hit from multiple sides.
For Trick-Or-Treaters:
* Wear a cloth mask. * Do not participate if you or someone in your household is sick.
* Trick-or-treat in small groups and consider doing so with only your household to remain socially distant.
* Stop only at houses who have set up outside, are wearing masks, and where it is easy to maintain social distance between your
group, other groups, and the homeowners.
* Do not approach house entrances and ring the doorbell. If the homeowner has not set up outside, assume they are not
participating in Halloween this year.
* Wait your turn to approach the station at each house to maintain social distance.
General Safety:
* Remind your children (big and small) of the rules – stay within your own group, maintain social distance, wear a mask.
* Carry hand sanitizer just in case. * HAVE FUN!!!

4 TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY LIGHTS CONTEST
LET’S MAKE IT BIGGER AND BRIGHTER IN 2020!

Every Windsor Forest resident is
encouraged to participate just for the
fun of it!

WANT TO ENTER?: Email your
address to theforester.wbg@gmail.com
although every house that is decorated
could possibly win!

Judging Sunday, December 13th

LOTS OF CATEGORIES!
Best in Show - the best according to the judges
Traditional and Bright - white lights and lots of them
Festive Fun - the more the merrier
Colonial Spirit - well, we do live in Williamsburg
Most Humourous - puns and clean silliness encouraged

FORESTER OBITUARIES

Charles Tankersley January 27, 1938 - June 16, 2020 Charles and his wife, Trenna, moved to Williamsburg

in 2000. Here, Charles relished the history of the region as well as the numerous golf courses. Anyone who knew
Charles quickly understood that the most important thing in his life was his family and friends.

George Livingston July 11, 1938 - July 11, 2020 George and his wife, Shirley, retired to Williamsburg in 1996.
He volunteered for a while as a rowing coach at the College of William and Mary. George spent many evenings
peacefully on the back porch with his wife and a good book or in pursuit his newer hobby: ship modeling.
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POOL SHIFT VOLUNTEERS

The Pool Committee would like to send a very special shout out to the following volunteers. They stepped up
when we needed them. They greeted, administered COVID quiz after COVID quiz, cleaned bathrooms, checked
chemicals, emptied trash cans, sanitized and sanitized some more, and they cleaned scary pool filters (you never
know what you’ll find in there).
Stu and Cathy McLin, Amy Powell, Bill and Liz Sykes, Lisa Freeman, Zuleika Hedrick, Dinda Westbrock, Dan and
Sarah Lavinder, Robin Gemerek, Jennifer Small, Kelli Cooke, Heather Moore, and Susan Farr

For all your planned and
unplanned plumbing needs!
Master Plumber, Master Gasfitter, Class A
Contractor, Backflow Licensed, Bonded and
Insured
Whether you are planning a plumbing project or just
need that leak repaired, give your neighbor Scott, over
on Hempstead, a call at

757.204.1415 or email info@plumbperfection.net
www.plumbperfectionwilliamsburg.com
We love our neighborhood and want to give all WF residents $30 off any service call!
Specializing in repair and installation of:
Water heaters ● Gas lines ● Gas Logs ● Backflow Inspections ● Faucets ● Garbage Disposals ● Video
Inspections ● Hose Bibbs ● Toilets ● Drain Cleaning ● Water Main/Sewer Line Replacements
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Moving To and Around Windsor Forest

It has been a busy summer in the “Forest”, with many new neighbors to welcome.
Lesli and David Hill with their kids, Summer
(age 5) and Canyon (6 months) moved from
Texas to 11 Buford Road in August of 2020.
They can be reached at
lesli.lynn.hill@gmail.com and
dbhill13@gmail.com.
Cara and Brendan McCoy now reside at 137 Seton Hill Road, coming north from
South Carolina in July with Luke (age 4) and Anne and Grace (age 2). Brendan is
Vice President of Operations at Newport Hospitality, and when there is free time,
the family loves anything outdoors and spending time with relatives and friends.
The McCoy’s can be reached by calling (803) 908-8121 (Cara) or (803) 476-6354
(Brendan) and emailing caraamccoy@gmail.com or bmccoy1987@gmail.com.
Jamie and Kevin Onizuk moved down the road from Longhill Gate in September
to 7 Fenwyck Court with Makenzie, Raegan, Chase, and Norah. Kevin is a
mortgage loan officer Jamie is an ophthalmic technician and coder. Daughters
Raegan and Makenzie are babysitters, and Makenzie also is interested in art
instruction, while Chase provides power-washing, car washing, and grass cutting
services. For fun, the family loves hiking and traveling, and they are looking
forward to being involved with our community. You can reach Jamie at (757) 5613958 /jamienora1@gmail.com & Kevin at (757) 645-8996 /konizuk@yahoo.com.
An early “welcome” to Amanda and Daniel Staggs who plan to arrive at 118
Seton Hill Road in mid-October. They are an active duty Air Force family
looking forward to Virginia’s green trees, grass and weather after living in Las
Vegas, Nevada. Hannah (age 19) currently is a (virtual) sophomore at Walla
Walla University. Madison (age 15) is attending Lafayette High School and loves
volleyball and soccer, and Alex (age 11) is looking forward to new friends and
loves video gaming. Amanda can be reached at mommastaggs@yahoo.com or
(253) 651-4558.
Mary Elizabeth and Drew Thomas and their four children now reside at 112 Clarendon Court, coming from Roanoke in June. Audrey is 7, Julie Ana 5, Owen 3,
and Clara is 9 months old. Drew is Pastor at Incarnation Church, and Mary Elizabeth is a speech language pathologist and homeschooler. Hobbies include crafting
and board/card games (Mary Elizabeth) and cycling and soccer (Drew). They
can be reached by calling (225) 281-5787 (Mary Elizabeth) and (540) 246-9602
(Drew) or emailing thomasmaryeliz@gmail.com and frdrewthomas@gmail.com.
Lisa and Bill Velardi are our new neighbors at 122 Seton Hill Road, relocating
from Middletown, Delaware in early September. Bill is an optometrist, Lisa is a
teacher, and daughters Allison and Gina are both college students. Lisa and Bill
have a special interest in community theater—Lisa in acting, singing and directing, and Bill in designing and building sets. Lisa can be reached at (973) 214-0060
and lmvelardi@msn.com and Bill at (302) 222-9191 and wvelardi@hotmail.com.

THE WF WORD (THE GOOD STUFF)
•Thanks to Barb Streb for
often being the first person we
meet when we move to Windsor
Forest. We are lucky to have her
on our team!
•Thanks to the neighbors who
helped me locate my dog.
•Thanks to Richard Long for
the years of service to the WF
board and all of the work you
have done on the pool over the
years.

•Thanks to MaryAnn
Kimminau for taking leftover
items to Hospice for my mom
after my dad’s passing.
•Thanks to all of the teachers
in Windsor Forest! This year has
brought you so much extra work
and we all appreciate what you
are doing for the kids!
•I miss catching up with
neighbors/friends at the bus
stop. “HI!”

2020 BOARD MEMBERS

President		
Drew Larsen - drewlarsen1@gmail.com

Vice President
Reed Hunt - rhunt@lumberliquidators.com
Treasurer
Elizabeth Collado - collado.beth@gmail.com
Secretary
Cindy Favret - petrus66@gmail.com
Pool Facilities
Richard Long - richardnlong@gmail.com
Pool Operations
Abby Brooks - abbybrooks719@gmail.com
Clubhouse
Kathy Spicer - kathyspicer@msn.com
Grounds
Ken Butler - yardworksofwilliamsburg@gmail.com
Social
Annie VanSkiver - annie.vanskiver@gmail.com
Swim Team
Carrie Stedman - carrutce1978@gmail.com
Hospitality		
Barbara Streb - bstreb343@gmail.com
Member At-Large		
Daniel Lavinder - dslavinder@gmail.com
Communications		
Kym Smith - roloisgreat@gmail.com

Storm Clean Up
We would not have been able to keep the pool up and running after the storm if it weren’t for the amazing hearts of
the following volunteers. If you see them, please give them a big old COVID friendly “Thank you!”

Tree Cutters: Chad Cooke, Russ Macomber, Ken Butler, Jack Carey, Kit Radley, Bernadette Larimer, Mark Bucci
Limb Draggers and Brush Removal: Chris and Chance Smith, Reagan and Jillian Hunt, Madison and Morgan

Walk, Taylor and Hailey Stedman, Ryah Gorelick, Jennifer, Abby, and Fletcher Grizzle, Heather, Kai, Kira, and Kensi
Moore, Jillian, Joey, and Jackson Cooke, Linda, Amelia, Aiden, and Anson Butler, Ginny Carey, and Brynn, Benji
and Bo Spicer

Pool Cleaners: Mandy Gorelick, Maria Schisa, Kelli Cooke, Steve Cole, and Amber Spicer
Honorable Mention: Bryce Stedman, Cannan Gorelick, and Callen Walk
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