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“Life can only be understood backwards;
but it must be lived forwards.”
During these confusing times, it is hard to understand the best path forward, yet we move forward and grow and believe
that we will see a better future. Since March 13th, we have stayed at home, learned virtually, worn masks, and had limited
contact with others. Yet we have also seen great things happen as people pull together in different ways. For example,
neighbors making masks for the hospital, volunteering to gather and hand out food, walking and greeting one another even
more than usual, and putting up rainbows, hearts, and bears for the kids to look for on family walks.
This special edition of The Forester is dedicated to honoring the graduates of 2020 who have worked so hard and found this
graduation time not like anything they would have ever wanted. It will also include students who are stepping up and some
other Windsor Forest news.
Please note that a team of neighbors tried to include all of the graduates through calls, emails, and Facebook. Please excuse us if we missed someone.

Windsor Forest 2020 College Graduates

Hamed Barbarji
VCU

Hamed graduated Summa Cum
Laude with a Bachelor of Music from
Virginia Commonwealth University.
His time at VCU was filled with
incredible opportunities, both
domestic and international, including
multiple trips to teach and perform
in Cartagena, Colombia, attendance
at a brass festival in Florence, Italy,
and a semester studying at the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland. He
has played/toured with nationally
acclaimed bands such as No BS! Brass
Band, In Layman Terms, and the Kat
Wright Band, has led various Jazz
ensembles, plays Classical trumpet
frequently with the Richmond
Symphony, and is a founding member
of the Braeburn Brass Quintet, which
was awarded a fellowship for the 2020
Aspen Music Festival. Hamed is
taking a gap year, before heading back
to school to pursue graduate studies.

Chris Belden

University of Alabama

Tawni Hatcher
FSU

Chris is a 2020 Graduate
of The University of
Alabama, with a Bachelors
in International Studies and
minors in Economics and
German.

Tawni has enjoyed her
eduation at Florida State
University. She was a key
player of the Women’s Water
Polo team for the past 4
years.

While at Alabama he was a
brother of Phi Sigma Kappa.
Chris spent a semester
abroad in The Netherlands
and enjoyed 4 years of
Alabama football! He
returns for a 5th season this
fall while
working
towards a
Masters in
Economics.

She conducted research in
semiconductor additive
manufacturing and was
the president of the FSU
chemical engineering
organization.
She is looking for a position
in southern Florida.

Madison Spence

University of Tennessee

We are very proud to announce
that Madison Hall Spence
graduated from the University of
Tennessee in May with a Bachelors
in Science. Her major was in
Supply Chain Management with
a concentration in Information
Management. She served as
President of Delta Gamma
Sorority were she also served
on the 2019 Collegiate Advisory
Board and received 2019 NPC
Sorority Chapter President of
the Year from the University of
Tennessee. She has been hired
by Newport News Shipbuilding in
Supply Chain where she interned
in the summer of 2019 and begins
her new job next month.

Windsor Forest 2020 High School Graduates

Zach Barbargi

Sarah Benson

Lafayette High School

Walsingham Academy

Zach was an honor student and
athlete. An avid runner and
soccer player, Zach helped lead
the boys cross-country team and
would have served as Co-Captain
of the varsity soccer team in his
senior year. He participated in
Model United Nations and was
a member of the French, Math,
English, Science, and National
Honors Societies. He played
violin with the Williamsburg
Youth Orchestras for 7 years, was
a dedicated volunteer for the Arc
of Greater Williamsburg’s literacy
program. Zach was awarded the
Community Service Scholarship
by the Wmbg Comm Foundation.
He was accepted to William &
Mary and plans to study History!

Sarah graduated with high
honors from Walsingham
Academy. She is a 4x AllState and 4x VISAA State
Champion Track athlete. She
is the current record school
holder in the Long Jump,
4 x 100 relay and 4 x 400
relay at Walsingham. Sarah
is a member of the National
Honor Society and the Key
Club.
She plans to attend James
Madison University in the
fall and will study Geospatial
Information Systems.

Brek Moreno

Lafayette High School
Brek will attend college at
the University of WisconsinStout. He plans to major in
Business with a minor in
graphic design. Brek was
part of the LHS BASEBALL
STATE CHAMPIONS in
2019. He has a passion for
fishing and can be found
in Ford’s Colony fishing for
BASS and CARP. He is the
son of Martin Moreno and
Heather Kahl-Moreno.

Riley Moose

Jamestown High School

Grace Cole

Lafayette High School
Grace is graduating from
Lafayette High school in the
class of 2020.
In the fall, she will be
attending the University of
Virginia as a student in the
School of Arts and Sciences
where she is eager to pursue
her passions of astronomy
and biology.

Ishbel Newton

Christchurch School

Ishbel graduated this year, on
May 23, from Christchurch
School as a member of the
National Honor Society and
on the Head of School list. She
received the Chinese Language
Award as well as Dynamic
Performance Award for theater
Riley will be graduating from and Director’s Award for Winter
Production. She also played the
Jamestown High School.
violin for Williamsburg Youth
He has started a lawn care
Orchestra for 10 years. Ishbel
business that is thriving and is excited to attend College of
he will continue with his
William & Mary in the fall.

lawn care business after high
school.
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Aaron Conway

Lafayette High School

While attending Lafayette
High School Aaron also
completed certifications in
Plumbing & HVAC at New
Horizons. His ceramic art
work was showcased in a
Williamsburg Art Gallery.
Upon graduating, Aaron
would like to visit his
family in Ireland, travel and
then begin his career as a
plumber apprentice.

Ethan Ricker

Walsingham Academy
Ethan Ricker has had many
accomplishments during his time
at WA including the honor of
attending the Gubernatorial School
for Latin and being a member
of the National Honor Society.
Ethan also participated in many
extracurricular activities including
being a runner for Walsingham’s
Track Team and Cross Country
Team (as a Senior he was Team
Captain) and is actively involved in
the schools Mercy Ministries. We
are very proud of Ethan and are so
excited that he has been accepted
to Georgetown University where
he hopes to study Pre-Med in the
Fall.

Sophie Macomber

Lafayette High School

Sophie Macomber is
graduating from Lafayette
High School.

She will be attending George
Mason in the fall. Her major
is kinesiology.
Sophie wants to become an
occupational therapist.

Kelly Schisa

Lafayette High School
Kelly is a member of the English,
Math, Science, and Spanish Honor
Societies and Secretary of LHS’s
NHS. She received an Excellence
in English Award and earned
departmental honors for English,
Math, Science and Social Studies. She
is an AP Scholar with Distinction
and a 2020 National Hispanic
Recognition Scholar. Kelly was also a
varsity swimmer.
She will attend Boston University’s
College of Engineering in the Fall,
studying mechanical & aerospace engineering. She was awarded the Jane
& Robert Taylor Scholarship from
the Wbg Comm Foundation and the
Presidential Scholarship from BU.

Shout out to: Alice LeRuth - Lafayette High School - Class of 2020
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8th Grade Stepping up to High School

Elias Agguini

Jake Duffy

Lucia Ghoreishi

Lucia is the kindest,
At Williamsburg
Christian Academy, Jake sweetest person. Her
assisted by working the family adores her!
lights and sound during
the upper school chapel
each week throughout
the school year. Jake
played on the school
basketball team.

Abigail
Bollinger

Abigail completed her
middle school studies
with straight “A’s.” While
at JBMS, she was a
member of the National
Junior Honor Society
and her award of Best
in Show helped the
school to win the overall
Best in Show award
at the Occasion of the
Arts. Abigail qualified
to represent her club
swim team, WAC, at
the State Age Group
Championship meet.
She is also a volunteer
at the library with the
Teen advisory group
and hopes to continue
this work during high
school.

Ryan Chicirda

Congratulations to
our Star Scout! We are
so proud of all your
accomplishments!

Casey Hedrick

Jake plays the bass drum
as a member of The
Colonial Williamsburg
Fifes & Drums Corps.
Jake volunteers at King
of Glory by assisting
with the Audio/
Visual component of
the worship services,
helping with the live
streaming of all 3
services and the sound
and video needs of in
person worship services.

Sam Gulick

Sam has played the cello
for five years and enjoys
playing in the orchestra.
While on quarantine
he had taught himself
guitar. Sam has been
an avid backpacker and
and skilled hiker since
elementary and this
summer he is planning
some long treks with his
family in New England.

Lexi King
Ava Livingstone
Ava completed her 8th
grade year at James
Blair Middle School this
spring.

Maggie Sykes

Alyssa Nordeman

Madi Walk

While in middle school,
Alyssa played flute, and
guitar, she was in the
NJHS, she was on the
JBMS Volleyball team,
she played volleyball for
Williamsburg Volleyball
Club, she was involved
with Girl Scouts and
she was on the JBMS
cheerleading team.

Madison (Madi) has been
an honor roll student and
a member of the NJHS,
as well as a member of
the SCA. Madi is also
a competitive gymnast
for Dreams Gymnastics
Center and has traveled
around the country
competing. Madi was
on track to compete in
the 2020 Nationals in
Salt Lake City until her
season was cut short. She
has recently broadened
her athletic interests by
learning field hockey and
track. In the summers,
Madi also enjoys
swimming for the WF
Frogs! Another interest
Madi pursued just last
school year was acting.

Josh Sims

Henry Gemerek
Henry is an avid runner,
talented soccer player
and diehard fan of The
Reds of Liverpool FC
in the English Premier
League. He enjoys
playing trumpet and
running in 5k’s and is an
honorable member of
NJHS. Henry remains a
loyal friend to many and
a steadfast big brother
and little brother to
theo and Beckhem,
respectively.

Kai Moore

Casey was a James Blair
Spider cheerleader
in 8th grade. She also
enjoys riding horses and
walking her two family
dogs. Casey loves to ski
with her family in VA,
WV and CO.

Lindsay Hanks

Lindsay made the honor
roll all throughout
middle school. She is an
avid reader, loves math
and science, and is a
year-round swimmer.
Lindsay excels at long
distance freestyle,
IM, and butterfly,
qualifying for the
Virginia Swimming state
championship this year.

Danny Lowery

Daniel earned straight
A’s all his semesters of
middle school, served
as the SCA Secretary his
8th grade year, and was
SCA treasurer for 7th
grade. He was a member
of the National Junior
Honor Society, and the
Blair Harry Potter Club.
Daniel loves soccer,
playing with his dogs,
and being outside.

Kassidy
Hatcher

5th Graders buzzing to Middle School

Anson Butler

Kassidy is counting
the days until she can
drive. She has been
busy finishing up her
schoolwork and pet
sitting. She is looking
forward to a relaxing
summer. She is hopeful
to be able to continue
playing on the golf and
tennis team at Lafayette.

Noah Delehanty

Kylie King

Heidi Kovacs

Max Tope

Coady lives and breaths
soccer. This past school
year he played on two
travel soccer teams
while maintaining honor
roll status. Coady enjoys
swimming with the WF
Frogs in the summer.

Anson has had a very
successful elementary
career! Anson enjoys
reading, biking and
Scouts. He is a Star
Wars and Harry Potter
fan and otters are his
favorite animal!

Coady Walk

Shaughn O’Neal

Teddy Sykes
Kinder
Grad

Pre-K
Grads

Shaughn is a Black
Belt in Tae Kwon Do,
in the Gifted program,
learning trombone,
likes to be outdoors on
scooter/bike, and loves
video games.

John Mitchell

John consistently earned
Honor Roll at school.
This past year he crossed
over from Cub Scouts
to Boy Scouts and swam
for the Williamsburg
Aquatic Club. He plays
the piano and violin and
enjoys soccer.

Wilford Kale Helps Bring
Us the News
For those of you to read the Virginia Gazette you will have
noticed the byline of Wilford Kale very visible the past two
months or so. The Gazette lost all four of its young reporters
in March/early April so Wilford, who had been writing
history stories for the Gazette for many years and a book
column since June 2019 came out of retirement.

Theo VanSkiver

Quinn
McCormick

A senior writer and bureau chief for the Richmond Times-Dispatch from 1967 to 1992
with a two year break for U.S. Army duties, Wilford decided to write news and feature
stories for the Gazette in addition to his earlier work.
How long he will remain in this more active status is not known. If you have any story
ideas please pass them along to kaleonbooks@gmail.com

Olde Towne Pharmacy
Kelly Kale has been operating her store, Olde Towne Pharmacy throughout the state’s
shut-down. Business has been off, but she has still been available for her customers who
need prescriptions filled or renewed.
The young people who helped her after school also stepped up to work more hours when
needed.

Please Welcome the Wildings
Connor
Miller
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Due to an error, RJ and Kelsey Wilding who are new to 209 Sheffield but not to Windsor
Forest, were omitted from the May issue of the Forester. You will see them in the next full
issue along with more new neighbors! Until then make sure to say “hi” if possible.

