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In addition to the obvious difficulties that Covid-19 has 
brought to the world, I’ve noticed a number of more 
peculiar challenges in my day to day interactions with 
people.  For example, I’ve become a bit confused on how 
to respond to the simple, reflexive question, “How’re you 
doing?” 
I’ve been asked this question thousands of times in my 
life.  We all have.  Obviously, no one actually cares how 
you are doing when they ask that question.  They aren’t 
waiting for a genuine thoughtful response with personal 
details.  “You know, Bob, I’m glad you asked.  The truth is 
that I’ve noticed a couple of new gray hairs recently and 
it has me thinking a lot about life and the passage of time.  
I’m having difficulty with that, Bob.”  That would be really 
weird.  It’s not an honest inquiry, no one really cares.  It’s 
just a knee-jerk greeting waiting for a knee-jerk response.
I usually have a couple of equally reflexive answers 
stock-piled and ready to go.  “Doing fine.”  “Good, how 
about you?”  “Can’t complain.”  Or, if I’m in a pretty 
good mood, I might go over the top with a “Fantastic” 
or an “Excellent.” (I used to have a friend that always 
responded, “Best day of my life!”  Whatever you do, don’t 
do that.  No one needs that.) 
But Covid-19 has thrown a couple of wrenches into 
this simple cultural exchange.  First, when people ask 
you these days, “How’re you doing?”, it’s quite possible 
that they actually want to know how you are doing.  It 
might not be a reflexive question, the person might be 
looking for some genuine human interaction.  It would 
be rude not to stop.  Or . . . you know, they might not 
care.  It might just be a pleasantry.  It’s really difficult to 
know, right?  The result is that you have a 50% chance of 
looking like an idiot.   
If it is someone looking for a little human connection 
and you respond with, “Pretty good, thanks,” and go on 
about your life – you look like a jerk.  On the other hand, 
if it’s just a nicety and you overshare with some personal 
details – you look like a fool.  Pretty sure we all have our 
moments of looking like jerks and fools, but it’s nice to 
avoid it if you can.  
Second, no matter how good you may be feeling at 

any particular moment, you just can’t respond with a 
“Fantastic” or an “Excellent” anymore.  Or maybe you 
just have to know your audience.  But, hypothetically, if 
you are on a Zoom call with colleagues who are in their 
7th week of balancing work/life with multiple babies 
and toddlers in isolation, you should probably not tell 
them you are feeling, “Fantastic” or “Excellent.”  That 
would be a dumb thing to do, hypothetically.  And, in 
that hypothetical situation, the comment would not be 
received well. 
The truth is that I have no solution for this conundrum.  
(That is, except to no longer respond with any sort of 
enthusiasm to the inquiry.)  Maybe we develop some 
sort of hand signal. That would be fun.  Or blink two 
times. Maybe do the electric slide.  Yes, I think that’s it.  If 
someone blinks twice and does the electric slide before 
they ask “How’re you doing?”, give them a bit more of 
your time.  Seems like a cry for help.* 
*Really though, if anyone actually does the electric slide 
to you on the street, or any dance, you have to dance 
back.  If you don’t, then technically, you got served.   

HEAR YE HEAR YE NOTICE OF SPECIAL EDITION OF THE FORESTER: In June we will have a  special edition of the Forester and we need  YOUR SUBMISSIONS!

1. To honor WF students who have graduated or stepped 
up  - please include the person’s name and what they 

accomplished. (Pre-K through Tech/Grad School)
2. To give announcements of special events that have 

happened to WF residents like births and special 
birthdays we may have missed while at home.

3. To give residents an opportunity to thank neighbors 
who have been helpful during this time - please no 

names for this portion. 
(like the positive part of the Last Word)

Email submissions to: theforester.wbg@gmail.com  
by June 6th  

*You may submit a photo for possible inclusion*
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WF FACEBOOK HIGHLIGHTS:
We know not everyone uses Facebook. Still, Facebook 
does provide a great way to share information such as 
updates to social events, get recommendations, find 
lost pets, list found items, and more. Here are a couple 
of items found on our neighborhood page recently.

21 people have joined our group in the last 3 weeks! 
The large interest and a number of items on the page 
that were resident-specific as lead the board to try to 
limit members to current residents living here:

“Welcome to the Windsor Forest Williamsburg Facebook 
Group. The place for all things Windsor Forest. Please 
use this as another outlet for news or information 
regarding our great neighborhood. We try to limit 
membership to only current residents due to the nature 
of posts. We encourage pool members and former 
residents to connect to WF friends though other avenues 
on Facebook. Thank you for your understanding!”

TRIBUTE TO ERIN ELLIS  
ON THE NEXT PAGE 



Honoring Erin Ellis  
-- A Lifelong Member of Our Windsor Forest Community--

Since Erin’s passing it has been heartwarming to talk with family, neighbors and friends about the amazing woman she was and 
the impact she has had on our Windsor Forest community.  While so many of us have personal experiences with Erin that are so 
wonderful and will be forever in our hearts, it’s with this newsletter that we appreciate the opportunity to honor her for all she 
has done for our entire neighborhood.  Erin had such a magnetic personality and a contagious smile.  She was always willing to 
support and help out with the pool, the swim team, and the WF board.  Erin was smart, talented, and hardworking, and carried 
herself with a humble strength and confidence. She was such an asset to the neighborhood-giving us creative and effective 
suggestions for how to make WF a more successful organization and welcoming community. She would then put them into 
action with her natural leadership. All that said, what most people think above all else when it comes to Erin was her incredible 
sense of humor.  Her ability to be “real” and also make you laugh was unparalleled. Her quest for fun and bringing people 
together was something that people just couldn’t resist.  Erin led so many of our community social events put on for our littlest 
Tadpoles to our more seasoned Frogs.  It is obvious that Erin will be sorely missed by our community and, especially, by all that 
knew her well.  We are thankful to have had such a wonderful neighbor and friend and that we still get to share wonderful times 
ahead with her 3 incredible kids, her mother, and her sister.  Erin was truly un”frog”etable.   -Amber Spicer and Robin Gemerek 

Close to 35 years ago, two young girls made a pact to each other. They promised each other when they grew up that they would 
move back to Windsor Forest and live next to each other. Erin achieved this goal first and five years ago I moved down the 
street.  Our childhood pact came true. 
Many people don’t know that Erin grew up a Windsor Forest Frog, but her home was not in Windsor Forest. She was one of the 
lucky kids to call themselves part of the Shelley Beers Babysitting Club. We were raised as family along with many other kids in 
the neighborhood and spent our summers at the pool.  
We were nicknamed the “Brat Pack” at a very young age by the lifeguards. In order to be part of this pack, you had to follow 
three criteria. 1. You had to spend every day at the pool stationed in a chair outside the lifeguard office. 2. You had to have a 
crush on at least one of the lifeguards. 3. You had to eat, sleep and breathe being a Windsor Forest Frog.  
Anyone who knows Erin, knows she loved Windsor Forest. She was a huge part of what made this neighborhood. Her 
infectious, beautiful smile is felt in our hearts and memories. There are no words that could describe the loss we feel.  I think 
the best way to honor her is through our amazing neighborhood. Honor Erin’s compassion for others by helping out neighbors. 
Honor Erin’s love for the pool by joining the swim team and making memories poolside. Honor her family by checking in and 
reaching out. Remember her as someone who loved deeply and loudly.  - Kelli Cooke 

Hello. I want to tell you today about my friend, Erin. I knew Erin all her life. I guess I met Erin when she was born, but I don’t 
really remember that. What I do remember is while growing up, Erin and I spent every weekend together. I cannot remember a 
weekend from my childhood that did not include time with Erin. If we were out in Toano at her house, we were on an adventure. 
We would run through the woods, make up plays in her room for hours to show our parents, or hide out in the red room to sing 
as loudly as we could. If we were at my house, we would be in the basement roller skating, drawing, or in my room recording 
ourselves singing our favorite songs. We also spent every waking moment of the summers at the Windsor Forest pool, where we 
were known to play spider, make up gymnastics routines, and dive off the diving boards all day long. 
Erin was someone who lived life to the fullest. A few days after Erin passed, I was driving in the rain. When I pulled into a 
parking lot, and parked the car, I saw the most beautiful rainbow. I was stunned, and then a beautiful memory came to me. When 
we were younger, if it was raining and sunny, Erin would drag me outside to look for the rainbow. If we ever saw one, she would 
throw open her mouth, laugh her fun laugh (you know the one), and jump up and down. This is how Erin was with all things she 
loved. She would laugh her amazing laugh, and almost jump up and down with excitement.  
Today we celebrate Erin’s life. Erin lived a life full of love. She loved her family fiercely and loved her friends faithfully. She is now 
celebrating that love with Jesus Christ in heaven, reunited with those who have gone before. As you think about Erin, I pray you 
remember the way she made you feel. Remember how she listened, celebrated, and loved, and try to treat others the way she 
treated all of us. Be compassionate, excited about life, and most of all, show each other love.  
I was blessed to call Erin my friend, and I will forever be richer for having known her. -Mary-Lyons Hanks
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ERIN CONSTANCE ELLIS 



“SOCIAL” DISTANCING EVENTS 
During this time of limited social gathering, we can still have some fun and brighten up our 
neighborhood!

May 16th:  Do a Chalk Drawing of a Rainbow!  All young artists create a rainbow near your 
driveway and take a picture to send to theforester.wbg@gmail.com.  All you walkers, take some 
chalk with you and place stars next to the chalk rainbows you love!  (Please make sure all artists are 
being extra, extra safe and minding traffic with the help of adult supervision.)

May 23rd:  Do a Chalk Drawing of an Emoji!  Same rules as above.  Send in pictures of your 
creation and be safe.  Walkers -- let’s show these young artists we love their work with chalk stars 
next to their drawings!

June 1st:  Mailbox Decorating!  Show your house spirit.  Extra points if you promote Windsor 
Forest as a great place to live.  Send in your photos to theforester.wbg@gmail.com and we will pick 
some to highlight in the next newsletter.

Have other ideas?  Submit them to wfa.hoa@gmail.com!
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Linda and Amelia Butler take 
a walk. Many neighbors are 
enjoying the extra time and cool 
weather to get out and around the 
neighborhood.

Some neighbors are already 
participating in “bear hunts” and 
“rainbows” as a fun activity for kids to 
look for when they are walking with 
family. We also had a math walk in 
March where kids were encouraged 
to walk around and solve the math 
problems throughout Windsor Forest.

^ photo credit: Deb Schwedhelm

The Conradi family on Clarendon 
Court decorated their windows 
with rainbow colored hearts. These 
hearts spread the love not the 
germs. 

We encourage residents to find 
ways to share good will while we 
are limited in our face-to-face 
interactions. Hopefully many of 
you will participate in the social 
distancing events listed above.



These are some of the goings on with landscaping in the neighborhood. 

The three Muskogee Crepe Myrtles that were planted along Wyndham Way last year as part of the 
kindness campaign have really taken hold and we can expect some 
beautiful summer blooms. 

The Sheffield entrance has been planted with annual Vincas that 
seem to be happy with the shade that they get there. The Devon 
entrance has Knock Out Roses that are slowly growing back. At 
this point, we have decided not to put anymore resources at Devon 
due to the construction. Seton Hill has Dusty Miller and Coleus 
that should get big and showy with the summer heat.

We have made some repairs to the garden fence and welcome the 
Blocks (2019) and Lavinders (2020) as fellow gardeners. 

We still have some issues with cars being driven around the soccer 
field damaging the turf. The field has been fertilized and will be 
aerated soon to restore the turf. We’re not trying to grow perfect 
grass, just trying to keep things playable and safe for our members.

The entrance signs and fences are slated for a spring cleaning soon
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Do You Like to 
Decorate?

After many years of selflessly 
helping the neighborhood 

by decorating the entrances 
during holidays, Martha Rex 
(and Dave -- can’t leave out 
Dave!) has decided to step 

down.  We need someone to 
take the reins from Martha.  
It’s a small but meaningful 
tradition.  Please contact  

wfa.hoa@gmail.com if you 
would like to volunteer.

grounds report
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For all your planned and 
unplanned plumbing needs!
Master Plumber, Master Gasfitter, Class A 
Contractor, Backflow Licensed, Bonded and 

Insured 

Whether you are planning a plumbing project or just 
need that leak repaired, give your neighbor Scott, over 

on Hempstead, a call at  

757.204.1415 or email info@plumbperfection.net 

                                                      www.plumbperfectionwilliamsburg.com 

We love our neighborhood and want to give all WF residents $30 off any service call! 

Specializing in repair and installation of: 

Water heaters ● Gas lines ● Gas Logs ● Backflow Inspections ● Faucets ● Garbage Disposals ● Video 
Inspections ● Hose Bibbs ● Toilets ● Drain Cleaning ● Water Main/Sewer Line Replacements 

TEENS HELPING

TEENS READY TO WORK: 
Emma Block - Baby-sitting
Jillian Cooke - Baby-sitting & Pet Sitting 
Joie Cooke - Pet Sitting
Lindsay Hanks - Baby-sitting 
Kassidy Hatcher - Baby-sitting & Pet Sitting 
Daniel O’Neal - Yard Work & Pet Sitting
Chris Smith - Power Washing & Saxophone Lessons 

As part of the Williamsburg UMC Youth Group, 
Emma Block helped gather food items to donate to 
the House of Mercy.  Thank you to all the neighbors 
who participated, and especially to Emma.  

Chris Smith and  
Beckhem Gemerek helped 
deliver goods to families.

If you notice a neighbor 
being helpful, please email:
theforester.wbg@gmail.com 
for possible inclusion in 

our special edition in June! 
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Moving To and Around Windsor Forest

This is an early “welcome” to the Grizzle family not due here until mid-
June.  Jennifer, Patrick, Abigail (age 10) and Fletcher (age 7) are coming 
from Louisiana and will call 108 Clarendon Court “home”.  Jennifer is a 
teacher, and Patrick is in the US Coast Guard.  They can be reached at  
Jennifer.grizzle@gmail.com and patrickgrizzle@yahoo.com   

Carrie and Thomas Condon moved to the area from Colorado and to 116 
Windsor Way with Gavin (age 6) and Addison (age 2) in February.  Thomas 
works in cyber security for the federal government.  You can reach the 
Condon’s at (757) 272-5819 and thomas_condon@yahoo.com.   

The Smarsh family, Jen, Dave, Emily (age 16) and Sophia (age 9) moved 
to the area from Gettysburg, PA and to their new home at 112 Claren-
don Court in March.  Jen is a homeschooler and homemaker, and Dave 
is in medical sales – oncology diagnostics.   You can reach them by email 
(smarshj@gmail.com) or by calling (717) 781-6307.   

Welcome also to Susan and Michael Engelstein, our new neighbors at 142 
Seton Hill Road.  They are retired and in April came east from Oregon to be 
closer to family.  To contact them, call (541) 621-7870 or email  
windsong2020@outlook. com.   

Christin Tran and her rescue dog Abby are our most recent new neighbors, 
coming from New Jersey to 9 Buford Road.   Christin is an engineer for the 
Navy and will work in the area as a civilian instructor.  She is excited about 
settling in Williamsburg, and Abby is excited about meeting the neighbor-
hood dogs!  Christin can be reached at (508) 265-5235 and  
woodcmw13@aol.com   

Just arrived!  Jacquie and Ken Sanders just moved into 105 Buford Road 
with their 21- year-old cat Lishka.  They have come to Williamsburg from 
Delaware by way of NY, GA, NC, MA, NH, VA, OH, KY, DE, and Smith-
field, VA---we hope they are here to stay!  Jacquie is retired, and Ken is VP 
of Transportation for C&F Enterprises.  You can reach Jacquie at (302) 393-
0741 or sanders568@aol.com and Ken at sanders568@gmail.com.     

Good news!  In spite of this difficult time, we have new neighbors 
to welcome to the neighborhood.
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The WF Board is working diligently to determine if we 
will be able to open the pool this summer.  State health 
guidelines and proper funding will be key factors in our 
decision.  In the mean time, the pool requires annual 
maintenance.  We will be cleaning and preparing the 
pool over the next couple of weeks.  This will allow us to 
maintain the pool and to be ready if we are able to come 
up with a plan to open the pool.  Please submit your 
payments today if you are interested in joining.  We will 
refund pool fees if we do not open the pool.

Mark Pittman had no 
idea when he offered 
to lead the pool house 
renovations that he 
would have to go forth 
basically on his own. 
As you can see the old 
bathroom fixtures are 
out and we are looking 
forward to seeing all of 
the wonderful changes 
in store for our pool 
bathrooms! Thank you 
Mark and to Scott Sande 
for your help.

President  
     Drew Larsen - drewlarsen1@gmail.com
Vice President
     Reed Hunt - rhunt@lumberliquidators.com
Treasurer
     Elizabeth Collado - collado.beth@gmail.com
Secretary
     Cindy Favret - petrus66@gmail.com
Pool Facilities
     Richard Long - richardnlong@gmail.com
Pool Operations
     Abby Brooks - abbybrooks719@gmail.com
Clubhouse
     Kathy Spicer - kathyspicer@msn.com
Grounds
     Ken Butler - yardworksofwilliamsburg@gmail.com

Social
     Annie VanSkiver - annie.vanskiver@gmail.com
Swim Team
     Carrie Stedman - carrutce1978@gmail.com
Hospitality  
    Barbara Streb - bstreb343@gmail.com
Member At-Large  
    Daniel Lavinder - dslavinder@gmail.com 

Communications  
    Kym Smith - roloisgreat@gmail.com

2020 BOARD MEMBERSpool update

Advertise in the Forester

Each A dv e rt i s e r w i l l a l s o be 
m en t ion e d on t h e W F Fac e b o ok Page

Catch that next customer!

Checks payable to Windsor Forest Association 
P.O. Box 5602, Williamsburg, VA 23188

Please send artwork in the correct size and resolution to: 
Kym Smith at roloisgreat@gmail.com

Payment and art due by the 6th of May, Aug, Nov, and Feb 
in order to be in that quarter’s issue.

The Forester is a quarterly 

neighborhood newsletter 

for Windsor Forest in 

Williamsburg, VA.

Prices:
1 ⁄4 -page-$30 or $100 for 4 issues
1 ⁄ 2 -page-$50 or $180 for 4 issues
Full-page-$90 *limited ad space available

< May Windsor Forest board meeting screenshot. Please know 
that these people represent various viewpoints and work hard 
to do what is best for WF as a whole.
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* Register at RunSignUp.com.
* Choose your race: The Individual 5k is $10. (You’re racing on your own, but you’re not alone — there’s a whole community out here cheering for you!) 
Family entries are $25 and include up to 6 members of your immediate household. (Family entries must complete their 5k together.)
* Choose your course.  This is a virtual race, so you decide: Indoors on a treadmill? Laps around your yard? On a nearby trail? (Remember to stay 6 
feet apart from others!) As long as you go the distance and complete 3.1 miles, the choice is yours!
* Choose your day. Complete your race any time between April 25 and May 30.
 * Show us those race-day photos. We want to see you on your race course, whether it’s indoors or outside. Tag us on Facebook or Instagram with 
your race-day pictures.
 * Send us your time. We’re on the honor system! We trust you to go the full distance and to time your own race. When you register, you’ll receive an 
e-mail with instructions on submitting your time. 
* Every race entry will receive a custom “Run for the Bacon” sticker, suitable for your favorite water bottle, mailed to you!  (Family entries will receive a 
sticker for each member of their immediate household, up to 6.)

You 

can do        

 it!


