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President’s Message

It was ten years ago this month when Alli and I drove
down to Williamsburg from Washington, DC to look
for a place to live. After a full day of driving around
looking at every possible neighborhood, we were tired
and hadn’t seen anything we liked. Just before 5 pm, we
asked the receptionist in the realtor’s office if she knew of
a neighborhood with . . . you know . . . trees. She thought
about it for a second and then showed us Windsor Forest
on the map.

On our way out of town, we drove down Devon Road and
immediately became excited. We saw a “For Rent” sign on
a house on Berkshire Road and wrote down the number.
Three days later, we drove back down to Williamsburg
and signed the lease. And three years later, I was on the
WFA Board. (I think Dean Whitehead tricked me into
saying yes.)

If and when we receive complaints, the complaining
individual almost always asks how they can be part of
the solution and offers to help. I experience this time
and again. It’s never, “I’m upset, and you need to do
something about it.” Instead, it’s almost always, “I’ve
noticed this happening, and I think I have a potential
solution with which I can help.”
Another great example is opening the annual payments.
Most people send their payment along with the required
information. Certainly, that is what I’ve always done.
You might even expect that residents would use the
opportunity to voice a complaint. But, again, the
opposite is true. You’d be surprised by how many folks
take a moment to write a quick note of thanks in the
margins. We opened one recently that simply said, “We
LOVE Windsor Forest!” That made my day.

Most people assume that when you serve on the Board of
an HOA, you get to see the worst in people: complaints,
pettiness, NIMBY-selfishness. I certainly thought that
would be the case when I first joined the Board. But I can
tell you, speaking from my experience over the past six
years, the exact opposite is true here in Windsor Forest in
the vast majority of circumstances. A few examples:

Catch

My favorite example is from the Annual Meeting each
year. This past December was the 3rd Annual Meeting
I’ve run as President, and the experience is almost always
the same. 80-90% of the Members who attend are folks
that have lived here for 25+ years. Many of them raised
their children here, most of them served on the Board or
a Committee at some point in their residency, all of them
have better things to do on a
Monday night than listen to
that next customer!
us speak. But they come, they
ask absurdly good questions,
they go out of their way to
be supportive and express
gratitude, and they always
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Please send artwork in the correct size and resolution to:
Kym Smith at roloisgreat@gmail.com
Checks payable to Windsor Forest Association
P.O. Box 5602, Williamsburg, VA 23188
Payment and art due by the 6th of May, Aug, Nov, and Feb
in order to be in that quarter’s issue.

Many thanks to all of you
who support our great
neighborhood in any way you
can.

DUES NOTICES HAVE BEEN SENT!
By now, you should have received your annual dues
notice along with a flyer about upcoming social
events. If you haven’t received it in the mail, please
email wfa.hoa@gmail.com. You will see that we have
a new poll this year. Please take a few seconds to fill it
out.

WF FaceBo ok Highlights:

We know not everyone uses Facebook. Still, Facebook
does provide a great way to share information such as
updates to social events, get recommendations, find
lost pets, list found items, and more. Here are a couple
of items found on our neighborhood page recently.

As always, we very much need and appreciate
everyone’s support of at least $250 per year.

Swim team parent meeting

Sunday, May 3rd - WFA Clubhouse - 4:30 to 5:30 pm

Come find out all you need to know about this year’s
swim season.
Our swim team is really a great reason to be a kid in
Windsor Forest! Lifelong friendships are made by kids
of all ages and ability levels supporting one another.
If you know a family who does not have a
neighborhood pool with a swim team, have them
come find out what it is all about!

Lifeguards needed!

Making plans for Summer 2020 and want to lifeguard
at the WF Pool?! First-year guards with no experience
start at $8.50; experienced and returning guards earn
more per hour, and every guard is eligible for a midsummer merit raise!
If interested in maintaining stellar standards while
serving our neighborhood, earning a paycheck with
flexible hours, and being part of a great team, please
contact Abby at abbybrooks719@gmail.com for the
application.
Feel free to pass on to youth outside of Windsor Forest
if you know an upstanding kid that would fit in well
here!

Teens ready to work:

Emma Block - Baby-sitting
Jillian Cooke - Baby-sitting & Pet Sitting
Joie Cooke - Pet Sitting
Lindsay Hanks - Baby-sitting
Kassidy Hatcher - Baby-sitting & Pet Sitting
Daniel O’Neal - Yard Work & Pet Sitting
Chris Smith - Power Washing & Saxophone Lessons
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The Bells of Burton Parish rang on Saturday, February 8th for
Windsor Forest resident Joan Green
Apter, 85, died unexpectedly on
Friday, December 13, 2019, at home
on Hempstead Road.

Joan Green APTER

and attended Matthew Whaley
School from Kindergarten through
10th grade. After graduating from
Goucher College, Joan worked at
the Colonial Williamsburg Visitor
She was preceded in death by her
Center, spent time in Jackson Hole,
husband of 42 years, Jerome Daniel
Wyoming, and subsequently moved
Apter, as well as her son, Norman
to New York City, where she worked
Dismukes Apter. Joan leaves her
daughter, Robin Gemerek, son-in-law, at Lord and Taylor, the Metropolitan
Joshua Gemerek; three grandchildren, Museum of Art, and Macy’s.
Beckhem, Henry, and Theodore, who Joan met her husband, Jerry, while
are also Windsor Forest residents; and working together at Macy’s, and
they were married on December
daughter-in-law, Hsin Yi Eurydice
19, 1970, in the East Lounge of the
Huang.
Williamsburg Inn. Jerry and Joan
Joan was born in Manhattan, New
relocated to Lakeville, Connecticut
York, on April 13, 1934, to parents
in 1973, and moved to Bainbridge
Marjorie and John Dismukes
Island, Washington, in 1984.
Green. She enjoyed a quintessential
childhood while residing in the
Elkanah Deane House on the Palace
Green in Colonial Williamsburg

Joan and her family moved back to
her beloved Williamsburg in 1990,
where she treasured years of singing

in the Bruton Parish Church choir,
volunteering at the St. George Tucker
House, and working at Jamestown
Settlement. Joan was a dear friend,
a loving mother, and a dedicated
grandmother who treasured every
moment spent with her grandsons.
She had a gentle, thoughtful,
and welcoming nature, and she
thoroughly enjoyed making friends
everywhere she went. Joan also
adored traveling, reading, watching
films, and supporting the arts.
“Joan Apter will be fondly remembered
as a caring person with deep roots in our
community, Bruton Parish Church, where
she was active in choir, and Colonial
Williamsburg, where she served as a
volunteer host welcoming donors from all
over the world for 22 years.”
		
- Karen Hartman

can you see the people in this picture walking down the street?
No? Neither can people driving in
Windsor Forest. Your neighbors care
about your safety. Even when you
think you are being careful, if others
cannot easily see you, it is not safe.

Wear light-colored clothing if going
out near dawn, dusk, or in the dark.
Carry a light and shine it on the
ground to show cars exactly where
you are without blinding them. Wear
something reflective. Make sure all
dogs are on leashes and out of the way
of moving vehicles.

So cial Report

While it’s cold outside, we’re looking forward
to warming up and spending time together
for the annual St. Patrick’s Day celebration!
Adults only please, the HOA would love to
treat you to a green beer (or two!) Bring a
neighbor and join us on Saturday, March
14th for some fun in the Forest. Have Littles?
No prob! Ask your neighbors for sitter
recommendatsions or check out the lit on
page 2!

Ladies’ Luncheons :
THESE MONDAYS

March 23rd, April 20th, May 11th, June 8th
11:30 am
WFA Clubhouse
Bring a salad to share and your drink (other than H2O)
RSVP: roloisgreat@gmail.com
or on Facebook

Have you been thinking about coming but just are
not sure if this is for you, feel free to stop by one time
or email any questions ahead of time. We are a very
casual group who enjoy casual positive conversation
Speaking of Littles.... our annual Easter Egg
Hunt and Family Breakfast will be here before and connecting with neighbors. Sometimes it’s just
we know it! Stay tuned to FB and the entrance 3 people and sometimes we have much more - it all
works!
signs to learn more.
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grounds report

The spring cleanup day/pool opening will be May 3, starting at noon. I know
there will be lots of pool projects, but the grounds could use some TLC also.
1. I would like to get the white fence painted at Seton Hill.
2. We would like some pressure washing done at the tennis courts and the
club house deck.
3. We would like to purchase and stain two new picnic tables + re-stain the
pool benches and the trash enclosures.
4. There are some wood chips up near the community garden that will need
to be spread in the garden and also around the perimeter of the pool.
5. Additionally, there will be some pruning and cleanup, etc. so any and all
help would be appreciated.
Joe Fuentes has offered to troubleshoot some of the electrical issues in the
Lily Pad snack bar. Thanks Joe!!
We are continuing to keep the woods at the Devon entrance picked up the
best that we can with all of the construction and the wind fall that we’ve had.
As part of our $500 Good Neighbor Grant, we will need to place some rip
rap stones along the ditches on either side of Wyndham Way.
During the month of May, we will plant some flowers at the Sheffield
entrance. I hope that the Knock Out Roses that we pruned back in the fall
will make a reappearance at the Devon entrance.

Feb to April ‘20

Important Dates
March 14th

St. Patrick’s Party

May 3rd

Annual Spring Clean Up
at 12:00

Many hands make light work, save
the date to come and enjoy a great
day making WF beautiful

&
Swim Team Parent Mtg
at 4:30

May 15th

Pool Memberships Due
Do You Like to Decorate?

After many years of selflessly
helping the neighborhood by
decorating the entrances during
holidays, Martha Rex (and Dave
-- can’t leave out Dave!) has decided
to step down. We need someone
to take the reins from Martha. It’s
a small but meaningful tradition.
Please contact wfa.hoa@gmail.com
if you would like to volunteer.

For all your planned and
unplanned plumbing needs!
Master Plumber, Master Gasfitter, Class A
Contractor, Backflow Licensed, Bonded and
Insured
Whether you are planning a plumbing project or just
need that leak repaired, give your neighbor Scott, over
on Hempstead, a call at 757.240.1415 or email
info@plumbperfection.net

We love our neighborhood and want to give all WF residents $30 off any service call!
Specializing in repair and installation of:
Water heaters ● Gas lines ● Gas Logs ● Backflow Inspections ● Faucets ● Garbage Disposals ● Video
Inspections ● Hose Bibbs ● Toilets ● Drain Cleaning ● Water Main/Sewer Line Replacements

Lo cal Scho ol Musical season is here!

Lafayette High School

James Blair Middle School

Musical Comedy - with beloved Gershwin Music
April 30 - May 2

You know the theme song, now see it on stage!
April 17 - 19

Hornsby Middle School: Matilda March 5-7
Berkley Middle School: Disney Frozen Jr. March 13-15 (Sat 2 pm show Sensory Friendly/Inclusion show)
Walsingham Academy: 42nd Street March 13-14
Warhill High School: Rock of Ages March 26-28 / York Co School of the Arts: The Wizard of Oz March 26-28
Jamestown High School: Anything Goes April 16-18 / Tabb High School: Leagally Blonde April 16-18
Toano Middle School: Beauty and the Beast April 24-26
WFA was saddened to hear about the passing of our neighbor Geoffrey Novash Giles.
Our hearts are with his family during this time.
Geoffrey Novash Giles was born on May 25, 1945 and passed away on February 6, 2020.
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Moving To and Around Windsor Forest

You’ve “met” them all in recent issues of the Forester, but here is the complete list of new homeowners joining the
community since the 2019 directory was published. We are glad to call them each our neighbor!
Dominique and Robert Cantu................. 108 Seton Hill Road
Amalia and Dale Castle..........................411 Hempstead Road
Michael Creasy....................................................7 Buford Road
Amy and John Gulick..................................101 Sheffield Road
Destiney and Travis Harris....................... 129 Seton Hill Road
Simone and Warren Jones.............................. 172 Devon Road
Bernadette and Larry Larimer.................... 2 Bransford Court
Sarah and Ian McCormick.......................... 38 Berkshire Road
Marjorie and Joseph Meister.......................... 160 Devon Road
Christina and Ronny Parker..............................1 Buford Road
Jennifer Perkins...........................................15 Tempsford Lane
Kit and Vanessa Radley...................................206 Buford Road
David and Clarisse Bushman and the Little Forest Library
moved down the street to 214 Sheffield!

Simone and Warren Jones moved locally to 172 Devon Road in
November, just in time for the holidays. Simone is a teacher and
Warren is a civil servant.
We can reach Simone at (757) 303-2177 or simonebelden@gmail.
com and Warren at (757) 328-9497 or warren.jones1@gmail.com.

Bernadette and Larry Larimer are the newest members of our community and first new homeowners for 2020, arriving at 2 Bransford
Court in mid-January with their dog and two cats. They are new
to the area and are adjusting to new surroundings, just having
come from the desert of White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico.
Bernadette is an artist, and Larry works for DoD. They can be
reached at (816) 401-4921 and byrnadett@gmail.com (Bernadette)
or (575) 430-4431 and larimerlr@gmail.com (Larry).
The Parkers, Christina and Ronny came to the area from Georgia
in December and are home at 1 Buford Road. Christina’s field is
banking, and Ronny’s is logistics. When they have time, they both
enjoy tennis, reading, fishing and long walks. Besides that, Ronny
plays golf and poker and is a woodworker; Christina enjoys crafts,
specializing in wreaths. Christina can be reached at (256) 239-3435
or ceparker93@gmail.com, and Ronny at (256) 676-8389 and ronnymparker@gmail.com.

people & pets

2020 BOARD MEMBERS
President		
Drew Larsen - drewlarsen1@gmail.com

Vice President
Reed Hunt - rhunt@lumberliquidators.com
Treasurer
Elizabeth Collado - collado.beth@gmail.com
Secretary
Cindy Favret - petrus66@gmail.com
Pool Facilities
Richard Long - richardnlong@gmail.com
Pool Operations
Abby Brooks - abbybrooks719@gmail.com
Clubhouse
Kathy Spicer - kathyspicer@msn.com
Grounds
Ken Butler - yardworksofwilliamsburg@gmail.com
Social
Annie VanSkiver - annie.vanskiver@gmail.com
Swim Team
Carrie Stedman - carrutce1978@gmail.com
Hospitality		
Barbara Streb - bstreb343@gmail.com
Member At-Large		
Daniel Lavinder - dslavinder@gmail.com

Toto came from the Newport News animal shelter and lives
on Devon Road. He is loved by Michael Favret (who is also
a huge fan of The Wizard of Oz!)

Communications		
Kym Smith - roloisgreat@gmail.com

Please
ALWAYS
clean up
after your
pet! All
of your
neighbors
appreciate it!
Roger and Judy Cross found their new family member at the
Gloucester Mathews Humane Society last May. He was picked
up near busy Route 17 roaming with two other dogs. He is a
mixed hound (beagle/foxhound) and was estimated to be about
two years old. We have named him Homer hoping he feels like
this is his home now. Boy does he love playing, especially with
other dogs, and he has made great strides in adapting to his new
environment. Loud noises and people still make him skittish,
but friendly, and kind neighbors with treats have helped him feel
welcomed and less scared.
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I’m keeping
Windsor Forest hopping!
SOLD!
9 Buford Road

SOLD!
311 Buford Road

SOLD!
26 Berkshire

SOLD!
413 Hempstead Road

SOLD!
414 Hempstead Road

SOLD!
2 Sussex Court

SOLD!
108 Seton Hill

SOLD!
145 Devon Road

Here are a few of the homes I personally have listed and sold or matched buyers to in Windsor Forest
recently. If you are considering a move this year, now is the time to begin planning. I am happy to meet to
discuss values and how to increase them through potential improvements. I can also assist in coordinating
with trusted contractors who can get the work done for you. Give me a call to get started!

John Womeldorf
realtor
®

757-254-8136

John@MrWilliamsburg.com
MrWilliamsburg.com

5350 Discovery Park Boulevard
Williamsburg, VA 23188

