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President’s Message
www.WindsorForestHOA.com                            -  WHere neigHbOrs becOme Friends  -

One of the great things about volunteering on the 
Windsor Forest Board is having the opportunity to meet 
more of our neighbors.  There are about 350 homes in our 
neighborhood and over the last few years, I’ve had the 
chance to meet a pretty good share of the folks who live 
here.  We have dozens of original owners who have lived 
in their home for 40+ years and nearly as many residents 
who have been here less than two years.  We have 
residents in all seasons of life – young people, families, 
and empty nesters. 

But one thread that I have noticed that runs through 
everyone in this neighborhood is our common desire 
to live in a welcoming and friendly neighborhood – 
and as Board Members we have the pleasure of seeing 
that first hand.  I’m often asked if serving on the Board 
is a “thankless” job and – while it is frequently time-
consuming – it is never thank-less.  We are thanked all 
of the time.  Every Member Meeting we have ever held 
has ended with someone thanking us for our efforts, 
nearly every email I receive includes a thank you for 
volunteering.  A perfect example of this gratitude took 
place during the series of meetings we held over the 
last year related to the VDOT purchase of WFA land.  
Don’t mistake me – we received some smart and tough 
questions, many of which helped us tremendously with 
the process – but I left each meeting feeling uplifted and 
proud to live in Windsor Forest because of the friendly 
and gracious tone of the meetings.

At the last meeting, I promised to provide an update 
when we completed the negotiations with VDOT.  
Although the transaction is not completely finished, I can 
provide you with most of the important details.  

First, a reminder of what is happening:  VDOT is 

purchasing a narrow strip of WFA land along Longhill 
Road to widen the roadway and a larger parcel along 
Devon Road near the entrance of our neighborhood to 
construct a bio-retention basin.  It’s going to be a big 
change, during construction and afterwards.  The most 
noticeable change will be that all of the mature trees on 
the north side of Devon Road from the entrance of the 
neighborhood until about Wetherburn Lane will be cut 
down, the remaining land will be re-graded, and a basin 
and sediment forebay will be constructed.  I do not know 
when construction on our piece of the project will begin, 
but we will provide updates as we receive them.

Continued President’s Message/VDOT>>

The Forest Fall Festival 
& BBQ Cook-Off

WhO haS The beST bbQ in The fOreST?
Kids: Wear costumes, decorated pumpkin contest,  

games, and more!
Adults: Enter into the BBQ Cook-off! (Prize)

Bring craft beer to share
Bring food to share

Everyone: Enjoy some fall fun in the forest!

RSVP by Oct 24th: wfsocial.wbg@gmail.com
to enter the BBQ Cook-off

RSVP by Sept 12th: wfsocial.wbg@gmail.com
to participate in planning this event! There has been 
talk of a “haunted walk” if anyone wants to work on 

that.
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Continued President’s Message/VDOT 
Our goal – and I once again thank Larry Foster, 
Bernie Farmer, Reed Hunt, and Dean Whitehead for 
volunteering to be on the negotiating committee – was 
to get the best deal we could and I’m happy to say we 
received a number of concessions from VDOT.  The big 
ones:

• VDOT has committed to re-plant the cleared land with 
new trees and bushes after construction.  It will be a 
different look then it is now and it will take time to grow, 
but I’m hopeful that it will turn out well.

• VDOT has agreed to let us replace our entrance 
signs after construction – including the power lines to 
illuminate the signs at night.  Depending on space and 
design, we may be able to use the same signs or we may 
have an opportunity to create new signs.  We’ll know after 
construction.

• VDOT has agreed to maintain a median in Devon Road 
at the entrance.  It will be shorter, but it will still be there.

• VDOT agreed to remove a gravel parking spot that it 
was going to place on the purchased land off of Devon 
Road.  The entire area will be grass or trees and bushes.

• VDOT provided us with a permit to enter and maintain 
the landscaping of the purchased land.  Many Members 
felt strongly that we would do a better job at maintaining 
the aesthetic beauty of the land than VDOT and we 
agreed.

• Finally, VDOT has also agreed to pay WFA for the land 
and easements it is receiving in the transaction.  The 
transaction has not closed yet and so I do not think it is 
appropriate to publicly state the amount of money WFA 
will receive, but we were able to negotiate a 20% increase 
in the original offer with the help of an appraiser and we 
feel confident that we received a fair price.

We will continue to provide updates to Members as they 
become available. Thank you again to everyone who has 
come to the 
meetings, 
spoken with 
me offline, 
and helped 
with this 
process.

Thank You to our Pool Volunteers!

it would be hard to overstate the importance of the 
Pool to Windsor forest.  The bonds that form and re-
form each summer at the Pool between neighbors is 
the foundation of the warm and welcoming community 
that exists in Windsor forest.   it is also the hub of 
summer fun and friendship for hundreds of people.  
and it doesn’t happen without a great deal of work.  

Dozens of people chip in each year to operate the pool 
-- robin and Josh Gemerek organized the Lily Pad 
concession stand for neighborhood tweens and teens, 
Ken butler lead the spring cleaning effort again this 
year, Stephanie reardon and hanes Spicer managed 
the swim team, Mandy Gorelick coached the frogs to 
new heights this year, Grace Macomber and her staff 
of lifeguards managed the pool on a day to day basis, 
Carrie Stedman and Melissa Graham organized the 
4th of July festivities, the team of annie VanSkiver 
and Kym Smith created amazing social activities 
throughout the summer, Trish rice once again led 
the effort for the end of the year Margaritaville bash, 
and Maria Schisa humbled everyone on the cornhole 
boards.  To the dozens of you that we missed, we thank 
you for all of your help!

but two people, in particular, deserve special 
recognition.  first, Chris becke worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes before, during, and after the summer 
to maintain the pool.  if you see Chris, please thank 
him and thank him again. We do not have a pool that 
can be used without the volunteer work of Chris becke.  

Lastly, and most importantly, richard Long once again 
served as our volunteer Pool Director.  it is safe to say 
that no volunteer in Windsor forest works more than 
richard.  Only those that have done the job in the past 
understand just how much work it takes on a daily 
basis to manage and maintain the pool.  Please help us 
in thanking richard for all of his work when you see 
him next.

http://www.virginiadot.org/Projects/Hampton_Roads/asset_up-
load_file870_108059.png
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2018 WF Social Events
October 27: fall festival & bbQ Cookoff       
november 30: holiday Lights Contest!       
December 1: Wf holiday Celebration 
           Starting 5:30pm - Dinner provided - bring 
             something to share and any adult drinks

December 15: breakfast with Santa
POSSibLe OTher eVenTS

*Grand hallucination  
organized by berkshire/Sussex neighbors 

*“Chilly Chili Cook-Off ” in Jan 
*Wiffle ball Golf - need committee/date!

LadiES’ LunChEOnS:
Sept 24th,  Oct 15th, Dec 3rd, Jan 14th

(no Ladies’ Luncheon in nov this year) 
11:30am - Clubhouse

Bring a salad to share and your drink (other than H2O)
RSVP: wfsocial.wbg@gmail.com

Wiffle Ball Golf

Due to the lack of space at 
the clubhouse on days that 

work with the  
social schedule - Bunco is 

on hold for now. 

Since first having to put 
this activity on hold, 

several days have opened up. Now we need people who 
want to play! If we can get at least 12 people who would 

like to play, we could work out clubhouse usage!

Questions? Want to play?  
email Kym Smith at roloisgreat@gmail.com

SUPer fUn neiGhbOrhOOD eVenT!
We neeD YOU!

WF Wiffle Ball Golf is a wonderful event that we would 
love to continue. We need help and support of a team 
to make it happen. We are asking for 5 people to step 

up to be a part of the WBGolf committee! 
* Help us determine the best day/date
*Help us get neighbors to participate

*Lend your ideas and suggestions
We will try to have very few meetings to attend.  
The goal is to get as many neighbors involved as 

possible to make this event a success!
RSVP: wfsocial.wbg@gmail.com

The whole neighborhood is encouraged to participate 
and decorate your homes for the holidays! Winners will 
get a yard sign, a tree ornament, and great bragging 
rights! Winners will be announced at the WF Holiday 
Celebration on the 1st. 

More details on the WF Holiday Celebration to come 
as planning gets underway. (You are encouraged to help 
with this event!)

2 LiGhTS CaTeGOrieS:   
                      Traditional & bright or festive fun

JOin ThE Fun - MakE ThE Fun!  
The sOciAl cOmmittee is made up of a few busy 
neighbors who are trying to provide the neighborhood 
with quality events within a small budget while 
understanding that current participation, committee 
availablity, and neighbor wants all need to be considered. 

You are encouraged to be a part of the social committee 
or help with just one or two events. 

If you are unable to help, but have suggestions or 
constructive comments, please direct them to the social 
chairperson, Annie VanSkiver annie.vanskiver@gmail.com 
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firST DaY Of SChOOL 
Pictures of a couple of the bus stops 
from around the neighborhood.

GROUNDS REPORT 
Here are some of the projects Grounds have been working on this summer:

The swing sets at the playground had some hardware that was not up to code. Dave Rex took the lead on their 
replacement as well as making a lock for the cable that controls access to the soccer field. Thanks Dave!

Tim Dube continues to monitor the lights at the neighborhood entrances and replaces them as needed. Tim 
also replaced the wooden bench that was splintering right outside the pool gate with Trex. Much needed and 
appreciated!

The slide/climbing wall play set had various parts decaying and was becoming a hazard. I found a carpenter Isaiah 
Israel who was excellent and reasonable….the wood will be stained this fall when it has dried out.

The impatiens at Sheffield have thrived in the shade. Devon and Seton Hill are planted with portulaca and lantana 
which are not as showy, but we have to work with full sun and the lack of irrigation in those spots.

The shrubs at Devon were pruned back hard this spring and unfortunately stayed bare for a while. I have received 
complaints that when they were larger the WF signs were not visible. I also had complaints that they were unsightly 
when cut back. The nandinas and Carissa hollies have been there for many years and are basically small stumps 
with some top growth. With Devon landscaping changing completely in the near future I decided not to spend any 
money/energy on those shrubs. We also lost a tree and the speed limit sign at Devon. The tree has been cleaned up 
and the sign has been replaced.

We continue to try to keep the mildew at bay on the clubhouse deck and the tennis courts with an alkaline cleaner 
and pressure washing. The Biloxi Crape Myrtle that was planted near the tennis courts has thrived and is adding 
some interest/color to the hill. Two picnic tables were replaced at the May cleanup and stained exuberantly by our 
teenage crew.

I have had the landscaping folks spray around the tables and trash enclosures outside the pool for ants and flies with 
mixed results. 

I encourage all Foresters to look at the front of their houses to see if their addresses  
are easily visible to guests, contractors, and emergency responders from the road.



SWiM TEaM REPORT

attention Musicians
Any adults interested in 
playing in a swing band 

please contact:
HENRY HARTMAN

214-226-3777
henryfh artman@gmail.com

Our Frogs this year won the division and accomplished 
amazing things at Champs! Many swimmers of all 
ages started swimming just this year and took to the 
water like real frogs! Seasoned swimmers improved on 
techniques and times. Everyone had fun!
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POOL 
REPORT

Pool Phone Number: 565-3312

The 2018 pool season has come to a 
close and we would like to thank all 
Windsor Forest pool members for 
their patience and understanding 
with our pool maintenance.  The baby 
pool was inactive for a few weeks and 
the main pool was closed periodically.  
We now have updated our pool 
pumps and enjoyed the remainder of 
the season.

We had our first food truck, The 
Hungry Pug, join the Windsor Forest 
family Friday nights at the pool.  They 
have been a welcomed option to the 
usually pizza.  Be sure to watch the 
HOA Facebook page for the next visit 
from The Hungry Pug.

Pool clean up will be following Labor 
Day Weekend; so be looking for a 
Facebook post for time and day.

4Th iN ThE FOREST - PaRaDE
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Christine and Adam Bet came north from Savannah, GA last month to 123 Hempstead 
Road.  Christine is a stay-at-home mom to Sebastian (age 5) and Gideon (age 3), and 
Adam is serving with the US Army at Ft. Eustis.  They can be reached at (845) 401-7634 or 
bet1282@gmail.com (Adam) and (214) 316-7812 or Christine.bet@gmail.com (Christine). 

Welcome to the Brooks family – Abby and Brandon and their two children -- who moved 
to 119 Hempstead Road from Carrollton, VA in May.  Abby, a CPA, is on the account-
ing faculty at Christopher Newport University.  Brandon home schools Kylie (age 10) 
and Mikey (age 6) who play soccer and swam for the Frogs this season.  Brandon can be 
reached at (757) 927-5301and Abby at (757) 927-5287 or abbybrooks719@gmail.com.   

Kim and Nathan O’Neil now reside at 305 Buford Road coming from Pensacola, Florida 
at the end of July.  Kim, a student, enjoys cooking, yard work, and running when she 
has time.  Nathan is a Naval aviator and an avid reader (especially history) when he isn’t 
cheering the Steelers and Penguins on.  

Meghan and William Bryant and son Jack (age 2) are our new neighbors at 300 Buford 
Road, moving down the road from New Town.  Meghan is an archivist in the College of 
William and Mary’s Special Collections Research Center, and William works for the state 
of Virginia.  You can reach the Bryant’s at (804) 539-7493 or bryantfamilyva@gmail.com. 

Angelica Serna Jeri and Joshua Shapero relocated from Ann Arbor, Michigan in July to 2 
Bransford Court with their daughter Killahaani “Kiki” Shapero-Serna (age 3).  Angelica is an 
Assistant Professor of Modern Languages at William and Mary, and Josh is a researcher in the 
field of anthropology.  The family speaks Spanish at home and would love to connect to other 
families with kids age 3-5 who play music and speak Spanish.  They can be reached at (425) 
214-2048 and joshuas.ear@gmail.com or angelica.sjeri@gmail.com. 

Angelique Callais and Jason Kirkpatrick came to their new home at 208 Sheffield Road 
from Toano in May.  Children are Graecyn Callais (age 16) and Jakob Callais (age 14).  
Angelique is a home health nurse, and Jason is a painter.  You can reach them at either 
(757) 771-3775 or acallais@gmail.com. 

Melissa and David Cole moved south from Prince William County and are happy to be at home 
at 206 Sheffield Road.  They have three daughters—Leslie, who is at the University of Tennessee, 
Natalie, who is at William and Mary, and Grace, a junior at Lafayette.   Melissa. an interpreter 
for the deaf and stay-at-home mom, is an avid gardener and some-time pet sitter.  David is self-
employed as an IT auditor, and Grace provides babysitting services.  The Coles can be reached at 
(703) 967-4278 and mel@sysaudits.com (Melissa) or dcole@sysaudits.com (David). 

Welcome to Windsor Forest



Here are five tips courtesy of safehome.org for keeping the Forest safe from criminals targeting one of our homes:
Hardworking criminals can gain access to almost any home. Fortunately, most criminals aren’t hardworking at break-in 
time. Instead they look for easy marks.

Keep it Lit
Lights discourage home break-ins. Outside your home, have motion-activated lights or keep lights on throughout 
the night. Place the lights up high and where they aren’t easily disabled. Inside your home, keep lights on even when 

you’re away. 
Use radio and TV 
When you leave your home, help create the impression it’s occupied by playing a talk radio station or the TV. Crimi-
nals might still try to break in if they think they won’t be noticed, but the sound of voices can be a deterrent.
fortify Your Doors
A properly fortified door can’t be kicked in. You can reinforce a basic wooden door with a few inexpensive metal 
strike plates. A strike plate is several inches high and covers part of a door’s front, side and back. Similar reinforcers 

can be installed around door handles so that they’re more difficult to remove. As for locks, strong doors are secured with 
high quality deadbolt locks. An effective door lock is solid metal (not hollow) with a throw at least 1.5 inches long. Many 
of the leading home security companies sell powerful door locks with keypads and remote control.

Guard Your Windows
To help stop criminals from choosing your home, walk around the premises and examine your windows with a 
criminal mind. Are basement windows easy to open? Protect them with metal grates or bars. Are higher-up win-

dows accessible? Remember that criminals could use a ladder, a patio table, a drainpipe, a car or each other’s shoulders 
as a boost. Use window locks! If your wooden windows 
don’t have locks, you can easily add bolt locks. You can 
also install a swedge (window wedge) on any type of 
window. A swedge will allow ventilation but won’t let the 
window open past a certain point.

Lock away helpful Objects
Homeowners sometimes make criminals’ job easy 
by providing the tools! Store your ladders and 

stackable items (such as heavy boxes) in a locked area. 
Avoid placing a table or other item near your home 
where it might be used as a step. Keep your snow shovels 
and other potential break-and-entry tools out of reach.
If you hear or see anything suspicious or just not quite 
right, call 911 IMMEDIATELY. 

Our Liaison Officer McDowell was adamant that we call, 
no matter what the situation is. He also emphasized that 
we don’t need to say that it’s not an emergency--the dis-
patcher is there to take the information and disseminate 
it appropriately. When in doubt—call it in.

JCC PD Non-emergency: 757-253-1800

President  
     Drew Larsen - drewlarsen1@gmail.com
Vice President
     Reed Hunt - rhunt@lumberliquidators.com
Treasurer
     Elizabeth Collado - collado.beth@gmail.com
Secretary
     Cindy Favret - petrus66@gmail.com
Pool
     Richard Long - richardnlong@gmail.com
Clubhouse
     Kathy Spicer - kathyspicer@msn.com
Grounds
     Ken Butler - rkennethbutler@aol.com

Social
     Annie VanSkiver - annie.vanskiver@gmail.com
Swim Team
     Hanes Spicer - hanesspicer@gmail.com
Hospitality  
    Barbara Streb - bstreb343@gmail.com

2018 BOaRD MEMBERS
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